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and we have wasted no end of energy in that section. In
the end the war broke out in^the Far East.
To create new sources for the application of labour, it
was more than desirable to develop our industry.   Alex-
ander the Third, with his characteristic firmness and wis-
dom, was the first to recognize and carry out this policy,
In this respect I was his faithful assistant.   It was impera-
tive to develop our industries not only in the interest of the
people, but also of the State.    A modern body politic can-
not be great without a well-developed national industry.
As Minister of Finances, I was also in charge of our com-
merce and industry.    As such, I increased our industry
threefold.   This again is held against me.   Fools 1   It is
said that I took artificial measures to develop our industry.
What a silly phrase I   How else can one develop an indus-
try?   Whatever men do is to a certain extent artificial.
The measures taken by me were much less artificial and
drastic than those practised by many foreign countries.
The only thing I did was to support the protectionist tariff
introduced by Vyshnegradski under Alexander III.   This
I did in the face of a strenuous opposition on the part of
the large landowners.   All my efforts to facilitate the
formation of joint-stock  companies were  systematically
thwarted by the Ministry of the Interior and Plehve par-
ticularly.   I have also been blamed for having issued indus-
trial loans from the Imperial Bank.   In reality, these loans
amounted only to some 50,000,000 rubles.   Besides, a con-
siderable portion of this sum was lent, without rny approval,
to members of the court camarilla or their friends.   I must
say that but few people in Russia grasped the full signifi-
cance of my work of building up the nation's industries.
Among those few, be it mentioned in passing, was Men-
deleyev, our great scientist and my life-long friend.
Railroad construction and industrial expansion diverted
some four or five million men from agriculture, thus increas-